Niall Blair
Minister for Primary Industries
Minister for Regional Water
Minister for Trade and Industry

Wednesday, 15 February 2017

NSW WATER RESOURCE PLAN CONSULTATION
GATHERS PACE
Minister for Regional Water, Niall Blair said the NSW Government is delivering on a
key Basin Plan commitment with the release of eight Water Resource Plan Status and
Issues papers to take place on Friday.
“These papers set out issues related to water availability, reliability of access and longterm sustainable use, particularly through times of drought,” Mr Blair said.
“I urge all members of the community, particularly water users, to comment on the
relevant Status and Issues paper in their region, and submit any additional issues that
should be considered in developing a Water Resource Plan.
“It is an opportunity to look at existing planning mechanisms and water sharing rules, to
identify and resolve any shortcomings, and find ways to be more efficient and
productive in the NSW Murray Darling Basin.
“The plans need to work for regional communities and economies, so it is important to
balance cultural and environmental needs without constraining the productive use of
water that underpins the world-class irrigated agriculture sector in NSW.”
Status and Issues papers will be released on Friday for consultation in the BarwonDarling (surface water), Murray-Lower Darling (surface water), Murrumbidgee (surface
water), Namoi (surface water), Border Rivers (groundwater), Gwydir (groundwater),
Lachlan (groundwater) and Macquarie-Castlereagh (groundwater).
Stakeholder Advisory Panels have been established for each surface water plan area –
a vital aspect for widespread and meaningful stakeholder and community engagement.
Copies of the Status and Issues Papers, together with other supporting information will
be available at www.water.nsw.gov.au
The exhibition period will be open from this Friday until Friday 31 March 2017. All
written submissions, from brief emails to full technical papers, are welcome.
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