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President 6s

Welcome to our first edition of Newsdrop for 2010.
The committee has been working hard to bring you
events that are informative, relevant and beneficial.
So far this year, we have had two events organised
by our Young Water Professionals. The first event,
a “Meet and Greet” night in March was an
opportunity for members to chat in a relaxed
environment. In April the Water Sensitive Urban
Design Seminar was held. There is a report of this
event within this Newsdrop. This evening was well
received by attendees, and | would like to
congratulate Julian Lepitit, Racheline Jackson and
Kimberly Lippmeier for the events success.

Last week, we held our annual Water Matters
Conference, at the Canberra Business Event
Centre at Regatta Point. The conference theme,
“Adapting to Change” prompted a broad range of
interest with papers presented on urban water
management, planning for change, local water
security projects and managing catchments.
Delegates actively contributed to discussions on
adapting to change from perspectives of AWA to
industry-wide, making the day even the more
worthwhile. The conference concluded over drinks
and dinner at The Deck, Regatta Point. | would like
to thank Despina Hasapis our branch manager for
all her hard work in making this event the success
it was. | would also like to thank Alix Campbell and
Luke McPhail for their work behind the scenes.

The success of our events is largely dependent
upon you. Please visit www.awa.asn.au/events to
view the branch calendar and plan to come along
and experience our events.

ZOE MOORE
ACT Branch President

Australian Water Association ACT Branch:
PO Box 222 St Leonards NSW 1590
Direct line: 02 9467 8424

www.awa.asn.au/branches/act
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Message

UPCOMING EVENTS

1. YWP Evening Seminar i Tues 29 June
06 A Multidolscapl Waneryol

2. YWP Evening Seminar i Tues 24 August
OMurray Darling Basin F

3. ACT Water Industry Awards i
Dondét forget to submit

4. Water to Wine Tasting Tour i Sun 8 August
Mt Majura Vineyard

INSIDE

1.ACT MS 24ddir Mega Swim

2. WSUD The Challenges of Implementing WSU
in the ACT

3. Water Matters Annual Conference

Newsdrop contributions to:
Despina Hasapis
Branch Manager
Tel: (02) 9436 0055 Fax: (02) 9436 0155
Email: actbranch@awa.asn.au
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ACT MS 24hr MegaSwim

A team of 15 'finely tuned' athletes from GH
recently entered the annual MS 24Hr MegaSw
at the AIS Aquatic Centre on 1&atd May 2010.
This event is run at numerous venues arou
Australia and the ACT event raised &8R) to
support those living with MSThe money will go
towards providing scholarships to help thes
people 'Go for Gold' and live their dreams.

There were 19 teams entered in the ACT Regic
event. The GHD team included AWA ACT bra
committee membersAlix Campbell and Christin
West.

The GHD team swam a combined total
63.7kms, well above their target of 50km
placing them 5th overall in number of laps swun

More importantly, GHD ranked number 1 fc
fundraising in Canberra and 5th overall
Audralia, with a total of over $13,700.00This
total is now up to $14,400 and is still rising (w
above our original target of $5000, then revis¢
to $10000). Donations can still be made by goir
to www.megaswim.com

With the amount of laps swum and money raise
GHD took out the title a®Vinners of 2010 ACT M:¢
24Hr MegaSwim.But the big winner on the weekent
was MS.

The team are keen to participate in this worthwhi
event again next year and many feaalready begun
training for GHD to defend their title and raise the b
higher.
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More importantly, GHD ranked number 1 for fundraisii
in Canberra and 5th overall in Australia, with a total
over $13,700.00.This total is now up to $14,400 and
still rising (well above our original target of $5000, the
revised to $10000).Donations can still be made b
going towww.megaswim.com

With the amount of laps swum and money raised, G
took out the title asWinners of 200 ACT MS 24H
MegaSwim. But the big winner on the weekend wa
MS,

The teamare keen to participate in this worthwhile
event again next year and many have already be
training for GHD to defend their title and raise the b
higher.

Some facts about \8:

x The average age of diagnosis is 30

x Three times more women are affected than men

x More than 20,000 people in Australia suffer from M¢
x There is currently no cure for MS.
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The Challenges of Implementin

Water Sensitive Urban Desig
(WSUD) In the AC
On 29 April 2010, the ACT Young Water

Professionals attended a seminar on WSUD with
presentations and discussions by Patrick Paynter,
Principal engineer at the ACT Planning and Land
Authority and Peter Lewis, Senior Civil Engineer from
Brown Consulting. The seminar started with a site
visit at one of Canberra's newest suburbs - Crace.

Peter described the planning, design and construction
techniques used in the suburb to meet the ACT's
WSUD guidelines and some of the challenges in
implementing the innovative guidelines within the
existing industry. Following the site visit we headed
back to Actew AGL's offices in Mitchell for a
presentation on the implementation of WSUD systems
in the ACT by Patrick.

Peter discussing the piiples of the water quality pond
(foreground of the photo)

gy, A 4 e - i
the group listen to Patrick on the challenges and achievement
implementing WSUD in the ACT.

AWA

australian association

Australian Water Industry
Essentials Short Course

Canberra: 15-16 June
(registrations close 2™ June May)

Sydney: 17-18 August
(registrations close 3 August)

If you are new to the water industry, a current
employee or are working close to the industry
and need to know about it as a whole, consider
taking this course which is offered in conjunction
with the Australian Water Association (10%
discount for members).

Adaptable for a one or two day format and
covering a comprehensive range of topics
supported by exercises and activities, the AWIE
covers water management in Australia with each
course offering details relevant to each state.
Guest speakers are also invited to speak on their
area of expertise in the water industry.

The AWIE course is customised to each
individual Australian state, including local case
studies and example and covers a
comprehensive range of topics supported by
exercises and activities, including

* The Australian Water Industry

* The Natural Water Cycle

* River and Wetlands

* Groundwater and the Nature of Aquifers
* Constitutional/Jurisdictional control

* Urban and Industrial Water

* Sanitation and Water Reuse

* Dams and Irrigation

* Current Issues

Further information from:
http://www.icewarm.com.au/page.php?pld=321



http://www.icewarm.com.au/page.php?pId=321
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AWA Matters Conference i
Adapting to Changeb

On 25 May 2010 ACT Branch's annual conference, Water
Matters was held at the Canberra Business Event Centre,
Regatta Point. Approximately 40 water professionals from
local NSW and ACT governments, industry, consultants
and utilities listened to a diverse range of speakers talk
about their experiences along the conference theme,
"Adapting to Change". While the delegates welcomed the
rain, there were still fantastic views of some of Canberra's
iconic buildings and Lake Burley Griffin.

Zoe Moore, ACT Branch President introduced the key note
speakers. Mark Sullivan AO, Managing Director of ACTEW
Corporation provided an insightful assessment of the
challenges that ACTEW and other water suppliers in the
Canberra region face in adapting to change; touching
onclimate change, the energy/water nexus, water
markets, politics and economics. lan Lawrence, Adjunct
Professor Sustainable Design University of Canberra then
provided a comprehensive overview of the structural
challenges and changes that need to take place within the
water industry with respect to the urban landscape.

The key note speakers set the scene for the sessions that
followed. Canberra's Water Future" looked forward beyond
the next 50 years and challenged delegates to think
sustainably, noting that there are many examples we can
already look to as we adapt to change.

The next session, "Understanding Trends" looked at
techniques for considering how to identify and analyse
options whilst focusing on two projects that look to the
future to benefit our sewerage networks and performance.
The first presentation looked at the 50-year sewerage
strategy for Canberra and the second provided an
overview of the existing and future work on Waste Link
project for Sydney.
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In the "Delivering Adaptive Projects" session
immediately after lunch, two water supply case studies
demonstrated the complexity around some of the
changes that are already taking place to Canberra's and
Queanbeyan's water supply system. The Murrumbidgee
to Cotter river extraction project included matching new
with old whilst accommodating the future. The second
case study explained the use of partial destratification
as an essential element behind the successful
reintroduction of the old Cotter Dam as a water supply
dam as a drought contingency measure.

The next session "Managing Catchments" looked at
various modeling initiatives that would assist in
predicting and managing water in the future. This
included prediction of urban water use from soil
characteristics and vegetation, generic algorithms and
their use in comparing options for catchment
management, and a regulators view regarding
ecological consequences of projects which should form
part of the submission.

The scene was then set for the final session by the ACT
Branch's Vice President, Peter Burgess, who took
a holistic look at the future of the water industry in
Australia and the need to look past our current visions
and have heed to issues like loss of skilled practitioners.
Dr Gary Bickford then facilitated a discussion with the
AWA CEO, Mr Tom Mollenkopf. Although the
conference delegates had been challenged by a full and
diverse program, there was still great input to the open
forum discussion that covered a range of issues centred
around the theme, adapting to change.



